THE  CHIEF MINISTER
hours of sleep, and that none of the torments of his sick
flesh found entry into that unattainable soul.
Later, especially by the Romantics, he was accused of
cruelty and inhumanity; and certainly he was pitiless
when reasons of State so demanded. But it was himself
whom he sacrificed the first to his ideal, and on none of
his victims did he impose worse punishments. The ludi-
crous pictures of him traced by Dumas, Vigny or Hugo
have left their traces in the public mind, which snatches
too readily at fictions of crude simplicity. In no way does
Richelieu resemble these traitors of melodrama, these
heroes of a crime story. Ambitious and calculating he
certainly was, but having the sense of a superiority which
gave him the right to wish for everything and impose
everything, he could make instant decisions on the means
necessary to his ends; and, without diminishing his stature,
it can be admitted that he was as supple and secretive as
the most able politicians, that he played with wonderful
virtuosity the double game imposed by circumstances,
that he did not hesitate, if necessary, to belie his thoughts,
or even to bow before those whose bodies would serve as
his footstool. But when the day came and, standing beside
the young King, he could tell himself that he was the real
successor of Henri rv on the throne of France, he cast off
the dirt which he had traversed to reach there, and no
dross was left clinging to the diamond. It is impossible
not to see in Richelieu the strongest characteristics of the
figures of Corneille, types not created by Gorneille, but
in which were expressed the ideal of an epoch in which
there survived the Spanish love of grandeur, corrected by
French reason. Of all spiritual qualities, the most out-
standing and the most admired was then the will, a will
so firm in furthering the triumph of its purposes that